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AUSTRALIAN ARMY WORK BOATS. 

The following appeared in an issue of “AFLOAT” a marit

in Sydney and is of interest because of Australian Wat

extensive use of these Work Boats during WWII. 

You might be surprised to know just how many of the

year old boats, originally described as Australian Work B

recently Army Work Boats (because the Army instigated t

the original order), still exist. Anyone who regularly uses th

Sydney between Garden Island and Spectacle Island might 

a small ferry with a dark blue hull and the name Amethyst

the naval grey wheelhouse. Amethyst carries the naval num

bows and has been working for the RAN for over 60 years. 

A surprising number of these World War Two designed 

Instead of the original AWB work boat role they can be fou

ferries, tugs, fishing boats, luxury motor boats and so on.

were intended for use in war with no need of long work

AWBs are an impressive illustration of how well Austral

boats. 

The design came from Botterill and Fraser of Melbou

among the several companies then selected to mass produ

Botterill and Fraser were shipwrights. Most of the othe

General Motors Holden in Victoria and South Australia

Company in South Australia and Brine & Sons, woodworker
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AWBs Continued 

AWB “Jubilee” worked in Port Jackson in the 1900s. 

The order was for more than 300 boats and of th

completed. The largest number was for use as coastal work

of carrying up to 12 tons at eight knots for several hundred n

 
 

 

 

  

A few were fitted out as operational area ambulances and

carried refrigeration plants to deliver food stuffs to the area o

PNG. They were also used as light tugs in the New Guinea th

The contracts were let late in 1942 with the intention of 

185bhp engines, to be imported from the USA under Lend L

didn’t work and the AWBs had a range of engines including 
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life as an AWB. 

 



AWBs Continued 

engines built in Australia pending construction of tanks again

expected Japanese invasion. 

 

Most of the AWBs went to the Australian Army. Most

given actual names, thus AM1643 Latrun. The RAN did no

its craft but some craft were given numbers, perhaps unoff

crews. The RAAF had a few (unknown to me) of the type

had the prefix number of 017-xx. 

Many of these boats were afloat when the war ended and

snapped up by maritime operators seeking to replace previou

had been worn out during the war. 

 
Some were given extended cabins and were used, part

RAN, as personnel carriers. Various water Police Departme

as did the Customs Dept and the Quarantine Dept. Private 

them as buoy tenders and mooring tugs. Several became 

tugs.  
 

 

 

 

Continued on next page      

passen

at Gard

N.East

Compo

Museu

“Archi

at Port

SHFC.

tanks against an 

 Army. Most of these were 

 RAN did not usually name 

erhaps unofficially by their 

) of the type which usually 

ar ended and were soon 

place previous vessels that 

re used, particularly by the 

ice Departments used them 

ept. Private operators used 

eral became small harbour 

             ---5 

AWB4003-43 

passenger version 

at Garden Islands 

East Boat 

Compound 1970 

Museum ship 

“Archie Badenoch” 

at Port Adelaide  

SHFC. 



AWBs Continued 

One was converted to a ketch and left Darwin for a cruise

world.  

  
AWBs Continued 

Another was owned by Carl Atkinson in Darwin. He used

marine salvage business. In 1960 he was able to lease her to 

the Navy did not have a seagoing craft in the area between C

Shark Bay, WA. The Navy used it between Darwin and Timo

days searching for the remains of a TAA airliner that went m

With help from a RAAF Lancaster one lifejacket was fou

all. After several days at sea in wet season weather the RAN 

doubt, glad to hand her back to her owner. 

 

After 1979 a modern version of the AWB was built in Ca

the old AWBs. These new all-aluminium boats had all the m

but were a failure and neither the Army nor the RAN had any

1993.  

The Naval AWBs kept on working although the last in A

sold in 1982. By 2000 Naval numbers were dropping off but

sold many went to new owners, some of whom did them up
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AWBs Continued 

AB1010a Naval oil fuel lighter in 1969   

 Sometimes they were carefully restored to original a

took part in wooden boat shows. Others were converted, at 

glamorous motor cruisers which, in some cases, lost their ori

builder’s details to the annoyance of later owners. 

At least one, Denby, on Brisbane Water, was gi

superstructure that she became unstable. 

I am aware of only one AWB tha

preserved and that is “Archie Badenoch”, ex-South Australia

is operational at the South Australian Maritime Museum in P

Naval architect Mori Flapan maintains a private website whi

to delving into records private and public to provide details o

of private and commercial power craft. He is working in con

the Sydney-based Sydney Heritage Fleet and in conjunction 

vessel last run by the Australian Maritime Museum in Sydne
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Australian Water Transport Groups-Bougainville 

As World War II came closer to Australia, the Australian High Command 

saw the need for various types of watercraft for use around the islands up north. 

Motor trucks and tanks were of little use in places that had very few roads and 

were mainly jungles. The Americans had acted first and had taken the best on 

offer and we were left with the remainder- a variety of luggers, sail boats, tugs, 

workboats, launches, and of course barges made for beach landings. We even 

had the old Hawkesbury ferries, George Peat and Francis Peat and the Showboat  

Kallang. 

The personnel selected for these operations were very carefully vetted. 

If you had travelled on a ferry or had rowed a boat, you were highly qualified. 

When the threat to Western Australia had diminished, the Armoured Division 

was no longer needed, but these people had extensive experience in engines, so 

they were regarded as extremely valuable for work at sea. If you had real 

seagoing experience, -----great. 

The headquarters in Sydney was at Clifton Gardens. We had tents on the 

area just up from the beach and the army camps flowed over to Chowder Bay 

areas. Landing barge crews did not enjoy the luxury of being taken to where they 

were needed on a big Liberty ship as the Americans were, but had to sail these 

craft from even Victoria up to New Guinea. Now a Landing Craft, as made in 

Australia at these times, were, in the words of one crewmember, the esteemed 

Sir Ninian Stephen, “like a sardine tin with the top cut off”. And definitely not 

made for sailing through open seas in a storm. From Victoria, they hugged the 

coast as much as possible, but even so, there were times when the sea was 

angry. From Townsville or Cairns, it was all open sea to Papua or New Guinea. 

And later as operations moved to Bougainville, they sailed all the way across the 

open seas. But how else were we to get the needed craft there? Australia did not 

have large vessels to spare for transporting such things. 

And the George Peat and Francis Peat and Kalang were not made for 

open seas, but these vessels were sailed up to the islands and did sterling service 

there. The Kalang had been converted to a workshop and was valuable in this 

role. 

Small craft, including landing craft, were used for beach landings, to take 

troops to needed areas and behind enemy lines and to supply these. There were 

also launches converted as water ambulances and command launches. Normal 

ambulances were virtually useless in these parts. No roads. 
 

Continued on next page                 ---8 

 
 



“AWT-Bougainville”- continued 

Some of the work was dull and repetitive, such as loading and taking supplies 

along the coast to where it was needed and some work became very challenging 

and dangerous. 

We were involved in the type of operations where we didn’t meet many 

of our unit’s men because of the nature and spread out work areas. You met 

those who worked close with you, but next week you could be a long distance 

away. We made more friends at war’s end at reunions and Anzac Day Marches. 

The worst operation we became involved in was a tragic landing at 

Porton Plantation in Bougainville. A lot of infantry, our men and barges were lost 

in a failed attempt to outflank the Japanese. This is covered in Log Books and 

other books. 

The Americans had lost a lot of men in taking Guadalcanal in the 

Solomon’s Group of islands, so when they established an area in Bougainville in 

November 1
st

 1943, they were satisfied to just hold a perimeter. It became 

subject to several Japanese attacks but these attacks were badly hindered 

because the Japanese air force was almost destroyed. A very savage Japanese 

attack took place in March 1944 but was repulsed. The American forces on 

Bougainville were needed for the advance to the Philippines, so the Australians 

took over this perimeter. When we arrived in November 1944, there was not 

much initial action, because the Americans and Japanese had settled into a 

standoff mode. We settled down on the Bougainville mainland for several weeks 

and then transferred to an island off the coast called Puruata Island. It had a 

good beach and safe anchorage for small ships and landing craft. 

A lot of the work at first was taking troops south and north to areas of 

operations and in supplying them. But we never understood just how the Japs 

could be a threat, because the Japs at that time didn’t have the ships to take 

large numbers of troops or the Navy to protect them. And the war had moved 

far away. We had to conclude the Australian High Command just wanted 

another campaign to justify their positions. How else can this needless campaign 

be justified? We knew a lot of the Japanese work was in trying to grow 

vegetables to feed themselves because supplies from other areas couldn’t be 

brought in. So an Australian unnecessary Bougainville campaign went on. 

The campaigns to the south went generally well for the Australians but at the 

cost of lives and wounded. Then the Japanese brought their forces over from the 

southern islands and the concentrations slowed things down for the Aussies. 
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“AWT-Bougainville”- continued 

Progress to the north was proceeding slowly but effectively and the 

Aussies were closing in on the Buka Passage and they wanted to force the 

Japanese over to the northern area of Bougainville (Buka Island) to contain 

them. Then some brass had a brilliant idea. Let’s make a landing at Porton 

Plantation to the north of the Japanese forces and cut them off. Air photos 

showed this chosen site as being difficult for a landing of troops by barges 

because of several reefs and the jetty that had been destroyed by the Americans 

earlier. The Australian Water Transport 42
nd

 Landing Craft officer at the planning 

meetings, Captain Stuart Leslie opposed the plan because of the dangers he 

perceived in reefs close to shore and essentially unserviceable landing craft, but 

he was quickly overruled. Other officers were concerned that no plan existed for 

a withdrawal if it became necessary. Many officers have expressed the view that 

the show was put on because General Blamey was to be in the area at this time. 

He commandeered a launch to go fishing at the time and actually picked up a 

soldier swimming away from the area. 

The landing with 31/51 Infantry Battalion went ahead and disaster came 

quickly. A barge struck an unknown reef 100 meters from shore. Another two 

barges also hit reefs, but one of these was carrying all supplies and ammunition. 

But the infantry got ashore and found themselves under attack from strong 

Japanese forces. From here, the story gets worse. After hanging on for a day, it 

was decided to evacuate, but on the way out, an overcrowded barge struck a 

reef and became a target for intense fire from the enemy. Another barge went in 

to try to pull it off but this failed. It was only at night that small boats went in to 

take off the survivors. 27 died and 107 hospitalized. They were many instances 

of great bravery amongst the Aussies. 

One of the infantry officers, Blue Reiter MC MM MID 9 Platoon 

Commander, met General Blamey afterwards and was asked what he thought of 

the action. Bleu told him it “was a complete stuff-up”. He was put on charge for 

using insulting language to a superior officer. Not much has been said about this 

action from high up and probably those responsible for it wanted it kept quiet. 

Even now, there have been no official reports on this action and that will 

probably continue unless some influential person can do something. 

This contrasts with the English, who openly acknowledged the Dieppe 

Raid as a failure, for example. 

---10 



 

“G For George” Lancaster Bomber in Townsville
 

     This is the aircraft in the Australia War Memorial, Canber

the spectacular “G For George” Light & Sound Exhibition. If y

some of the spectacular Light And Sound” shows at this Mem

should make an effort to go. 

     There is also a fabulous show featuring a video made b

shows realistic dog-fights between German and British fighters 

vintage. It uses realistic computer generated scenes. And all thi

restored British and German fighters of that era. The Germ

resheathed with some of the last remaining fabric in Germany 

their technicians come out to do the job. 

"G" for George arrived in Townsville at 12.45 pm on Saturda

It had left Rockhampton at 10.00 am that morning. It too

passengers for joy rides around Townsville. Keith Ower though

have even changed two of its engines blocks. Records show

cylinder block was changed while they were in Townsville. 

 NOTE:- The above photograph is from the private collec

Queensland Research and Salvage Pty. Ltd, a company in

research, discovery and preservation of World War II 

Australian soil. 

 

wnsville, 1945 
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AUB BROWN’S STORY 

 This is from Aub Brown telling how he set about writing a family 

history of his and eight brothers serving Australia 

 

Aub Brown 

Former Secretary, AWTA Victoria. 

03-98703658 

Dear Mal, 

 The information on services on the Atherton Tablelands, 1942-1945  was 

discovered on the internet by my son-in-law, Bruce Frazier, and was most helpful 

in seeking out the location where two of the nine brothers from the Brown 

Family from Eaglehawk, did their jungle training, -one in the reformed 23
rd

 

Infantry Brigade A.I.F.  After nearly 2 years in Darwin, as a Militia Battalion, they 

welcomed the chance to become an A.I.F. Battalion. It also included some Militia 

men who had not turned 21 years and did not have parental consent. The other 

was the youngest of the brothers all having overseas service in WWII and he 

served in the reinforcements to the 9
th  

 Infantry Division, 2
nd

/24
th

 Battalion. 

 On the occasion of my 90
th

 birthday, I was given a four day trip to Cairns 

by my daughter and son-in-law, Bruce Frazer, both exceptionally supportive of 

myself and the Association in the 10 years that I was Secretary of the Victorian 

AWT branch. And they were also active in the special days of the 

Commemoration and Dedication.  It could not have been a better present as I 

was most impressed with Flora so dazzling and the Fauna in the many places 

around Cairns, and the “Must not be missed ” Great Barrier Reef “ off the coast 

of Green Island. 

 The trip by plane was almost awe inspiring as I had not been in a plane 

since a trip from Lae to Brisbane in a DC3 Douglas in 1944. 

 I am the last surviving member of the 9 brothers of the Brown Family 

and since coming back from Queensland, have acceded to an often requested 

wish from the next generation of the family for me to do a history of not only the 

serving brothers but all members of the of the family in WWII. 

 Apparently, a nephew and his wife were to visit Melbourne from West 

Australia for two weeks, so a niece of mine and Fay and Bruce got together and 

put a proposal to me. That with their help, we could come up with a Brown’s 

Family History in WWII, which would be printed in book form and a Brown’s 

Family Day arranged at a suitable venue and each branch of the family to be 

given a copy on the day.          ---12 

  



“Aub Brown Story” continued 

I agreed to give it a go, as I had been putting service records and other 

details of interest for many years in a shoe box with the object of doing a history. 

Some I printed and some were in longhand. And when i was advised that it all 

needed to be hand printed, as a niece and daughter and son-in-law all learned 

trans-scribe at school and the typist wouldn’t be able to convert the longhand 

quickly enough. The task appeared to be overwhelming, but nothing ventured, 

nothing gained, as the saying goes. 

 The plan was that as each section was done, Bruce would do the proof 

reading,  Kay would be the Co-ordinator and forward the sections on to the 

typist by e-mail. When typed, it would be passed on for printing. For 2 weeks, I 

was up early and very late to bed. Incredibly, we succeeded and the Brown’s 

Family Day was held upstairs in a very large area at the Rosanna Bowling Club 

and set up exceedingly well on tables with the Brown’s Family Tree, -“200 Years 

from Coal to Gold”, researched by my daughter Fay. 

 The children were also given a surprise of a “Lucky Dip.” I had been 

collecting small quality toys for some time. The girls’ toys were wrapped in pink 

paper and the boys’ in blue and because they picked them out for themselves, 

no matter what they got, they all loved them. 

  

 

Finally, the Books were handed out titled— 

“SERVING THEIR COUNTRY 

--THE BROWNS AT WAR” 

--Aubrey Brown 

 

 Because the books contains personal details of the family, they are 

only intended for them. 

 I feel that I may need to do a supplementary sheet as I had no 

chance to check the final drafts. This can clarify some things that were 

due mainly to interpretation, partly on my part and on one or two others, 

and one sheet to do with the youngest brother who was missed as it got 

stuck on the back of another sheet------------Aub Brown. 

 

Editor’s Note—We hope this story will inspire others to do something 

similar before it is all lost. Aub was the sole surviving brother of nine in the 

Australian Army. Well done, Aub. 
---13 



 

A final toast for the Doolittle 

Raiders By Bob Greene. 

Sent to Log Book by Col. (Ret’d) Ken Duncan. 

• Awhile ago, the few remaining Doolittle Raiders reunited.          

• In 1942 the 80 men bombed Tokyo in a death-defying mission, 

retaliation for Pearl Harbour .                  

• A case of 80 goblets was brought to their annual reunions. When a 

Raider died a cup was upended.                   

• This year (2013), there are four left. They'll toast the Raiders with 

aged cognac, and end reunions.  

It's the cup of brandy that no one wants to drink. On Tuesday, in Fort 

Walton Beach , Florida , the surviving Doolittle Raiders gathered publicly 

for the last time. They once were among the most universally admired and 

revered men in the United States. There were 80 of the Raiders in April 

1942, when they carried out one of the most courageous and heart-stirring 

military operations in this nation's history. The mere mention of their unit's 

name would bring tears to the eyes of grateful Americans.               

Now only four survive.  

After Japan's sneak attack on Pearl Harbor, with the United States 

reeling and wounded, something dramatic was needed to turn the war 

effort around. Even though there were no friendly airfields close enough to 

Japan for the United States to launch retaliation, a daring plan was devised. 

Sixteen B-25s were modified so that they could take off from the deck of 

an aircraft carrier. This had never before been tried -- sending such big, 

heavy bombers from a carrier. The 16 five-man crews, under the command 

of Lt. Col. James Doolittle, who himself flew the lead plane off the 

 

Continued on next page            ---14 



“Doolittle Raiders” continued 

Aircraft carrier “Hornet”, knew that they would not be able to return to the 

carrier.  They would have to hit Japan and then hope to make it to China 

for a safe landing. But on the day of the raid, the Japanese military caught 

wind of the plan. The Raiders were told that they would have to take off 

from much farther out in the Pacific Ocean than they had counted on. They 

were told that because of this they would not have enough fuel to make it 

to safety. And those men went anyway. They bombed Tokyo , and then 

flew as far as they could. Four planes crash-landed; 11 more crews bailed 

out, and three of the Raiders died. Eight more were captured; three were 

executed. Another died of starvation in a Japanese prison camp. One crew 

made it to Russia .  

The Doolittle Raid sent a message from the United States to its 

enemies, and to the rest of the world: We will fight. And, no matter what it 

takes, we will win.  

Of the 80 Raiders, 62 survived the war. They were celebrated as 

national heroes, models of bravery. Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer produced a 

motion picture based on the raid; "Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo," starring 

Spencer Tracy and Van Johnson, that was a patriotic and emotional box-

office hit, and the phrase became part of the national lexicon. In the movie-

theatre previews for the film, MGM proclaimed that it was presenting the 

story "with supreme pride."  

Beginning in 1946, the surviving Raiders have held a reunion each 

April, to commemorate the mission. The reunion was in a different city 

each year. In 1959, the city of Tucson , Arizona , as a gesture of respect 

and gratitude, presented the Doolittle Raiders with a set of 80 silver 

goblets. Each goblet was engraved with the name of a Raider. 

Every year, a wooden display case bearing all 80 goblets was 

transported to the reunion. When a Raider passes away, his goblet is turned 

upside down at the next reunion, as his old friends bear solemn witness.  

Continued on next page            ---15 



“Doolittle Raiders” continued 

Also in the wooden case is a bottle of 1896 Hennessy Very Special 

cognac. The year is not happenstance: 1896 was when Jimmy Doolittle 

was born.  

There has always been a plan: When there are only two surviving 

Raiders, they would open the bottle, a last drink from it, and toast their 

comrades who preceded them in death.  

As 2013 began, there were five living Raiders; then, in February, Tom 

Griffin passed away at age 96.  

What a man he was. After bailing out of his plane over a mountainous 

Chinese forest after the Tokyo raid, he became ill with malaria, and almost 

died. When he recovered, he was sent to Europe to fly more combat 

missions. He was shot down, captured, and spent 22 months in a German 

prisoner of war camp.  

The selflessness of these men, the sheer guts ... there was a passage in 

the Cincinnati Enquirer obituary for Mr. Griffin that, on the surface, had 

nothing to do with the war, but that emblematizes the depth of his sense of 

duty and devotion:  

"When his wife became ill and needed to go into a nursing home, he 

visited her every day. He walked from his house to the nursing home, fed 

his wife and at the end of the day brought home her clothes. At night, he 

washed and ironed her clothes. Then he walked them up to her room the 

next morning. He did that for three years until her death in 2005."  

So now, out of the original 80, only four Raiders remain: Dick Cole 

(Doolittle's co-pilot on the Tokyo raid), Robert Hite, Edward Saylor and 

David Thatcher. All are in their 90s. They have decided that there are too 

few of them for the public reunions to continue.  

 

Continued on next page                 ---16 



“Doolittle Raiders” continued 

The events in Fort Walton Beach will mark the end. It has come full 

circle; Florida 's nearby Eglin Field was where the Raiders trained in 

secrecy for the Tokyo mission.  

The town is planning to honour the men: a six-day celebration of their 

valour, including luncheons, a dinner and a parade.  

Do the men ever wonder if those of us for whom they helped save the 

country have tended to it in a way that is worthy of their sacrifice? They 

don't talk about that, at least not around other people. But if you had found 

yourself near Fort Walton Beach that week, and if you had encountered 

any of the Raiders, you would offer them a word of thanks. I can tell you 

from firsthand observation that they appreciate hearing that they are 

remembered.  

The men have decided that after this final public reunion they will wait 

until a later date -- sometime this year -- to get together once more, 

informally and in absolute privacy. That is when they will open the bottle 

of brandy. They are not going to wait until there are only two of them.  

They will fill the four remaining upturned goblets. And raise them in a 

toast to those who are gone.  
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ORIGINS OF WORLD WAR II 
The events leading to WW2 are now long ago. But, a brief summary is 

appropriate even if it is only as a reminder of how things can rapidly get 

out of control if not quickly and firmly met. 

 This summary seems unbelievable today.  

 

Germany Post WWI. The Versailles Treaty which was the 

document signed to end WWI heavily punished the German people 

through the requirement to pay the Allies reparations. These payments 

were a heavy burden on the common person and contributed to the 

acceptance of someone like Hitler and his party, who promised to stop 

these, amongst other things. 

 Under the terms of the Treaty, Germany was not permitted to have 

a large Army, no Navy or Air Force, nor to manufacture any heavy 

weapons. 

 And the domestic scene was dismal, with huge inflation, and wide 

unemployment. The political system was in chaos with elderly men trying 

vainly to find ways to manage an economy that was beyond them.                              

 Hitler was to gain supreme power in Germany in only seven years 

of work. He used brutal power for the authority he needed to gain the 

position he wanted in Germany. When he deceived the Reichstag into 

giving him powers to rule the country by decree, it was supposed to be a 

temporary measure. But, he quickly used it to sweep opposition parties 

away by making them illegal. The whole country became his tool to begin 

a secret, at first, move to build an army, navy and airforce.  

 German Build Up  With Himmler as Chief of the Gestapo, the 

poor German citizen quickly knew he had no real freedom, but with so 

many new jobs being created, he and his fellow Germans became followers 

of Hitler.  And Hitler was a genius at organizing rallies and using his 

considerable oratory skills to excite people to follow him. As his 

armaments grew bigger and bigger, they could no longer be concealed. 

They were getting too large and conspicuous to be concealed.  

 His military strength by 1936 exceeded 35 divisions. Both England 

and France objected to this breach of the Versailles Treaty, but Hitler just 

ignored them. And at this time, France had over 100 divisions but when 

Hitler sent his troops into the demilitarized Rhineland and occupied it, 
Continued on next page                ---18  

 
 



“Origins Of WWII” conttinued 

 neither France nor England lifted a finger. This was to have huge 

consequences because the German people became delirious with this 

demonstration of their power and that there had been no reaction. 

 Hitler was seen as a God in Germany and he made the first of his 

empty promises that he had no further demands in Europe. But, in 1938, 

Hitler asked the Chancellor of Austria to his mountain retreat. Schuschnigg 

was given an ultimatum requiring that Germany take over Austria’s 

government. But Hitler advised there would be free elections to confirm 

the people wanted this. They were fixed. 

 Allied Reaction. Imagine how Hitler now felt. There was no 

reaction from any of the Allies. France with its big army just sat back. 

Hitler must have felt like a God-given leader of unbelievable powers. His 

oratory at rallies was now to be more dramatic and passionate than ever. 

 Then came Czechoslovakia and this was a straight invasion. It was 

because of Hitler’s threat concerning Czechoslavakia that British Prime 

Minister Neville Chamberlain sent Hitler a message that he wanted to 

come to Germany to talk about the problem. Hitler was ecstatic. Coming to 

see me! What recognition! Hitler gave him another lie and even signed a 

paper, which Chamberlain took back and the movie newsreels featured 

scenes where he waved the paper on landing in England and said ”Peace in 

our time.” Hitler was now supremely confident that the Allies did not want 

to oppose him. So, in went his troops and quickly took the country. 

 Chamberlain saw that Poland could well be the next target and 

obtained authority from Parliament to publicly advise the world that they 

had a pact with Poland to go to their aid if they were attacked. 

 Hitler by now could not believe that there was any real will left in 

either the French or British. And he made a pact with Mussolini called the 

Pact Of Steel which made it plain that either party would assist the other in 

case of war. Mussolini moved his troops into Albania. 

 Hitler also had meetings with his senior people and told them that 

war was now inevitable but he must have been confident his forces were 

now strong enough to win. 

 

 The above is only a very brief summary of what happened. It took 

place over several years and with the Allied strength, it could have been 

stopped.  
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GOOD MORNING VIETNAM 

In Vietnam things no O.K.    White man good, he pay all year  

Think to self - "Must get away".  to keep the welfare running here 

So jump on boat to come to Aussie.  We think Australia damn good place.   

"Oh, so" I say, "What lovely possie". Too damn good for Aussie race 

Go quick smart to welfare fella.  So if you no like yellow man.   

He hand me money- I give to bank teller         PLENTY ROOM IN VIETNAM!!! 

Welfare say : "Come here no more,   

we send you cheque right to your door". 

Six months on dole - no longer poor.  

Drive around in Commodore.   

Write to friends in Vietnam.   

Tell them : "Come here, quick as can".     (With apologies to all the wonderful people  

Still on welfare (but work at job).  who made a good life here and who we really  

So get loan from finance mob.  value)    

Get pretty smart - know what to do.   

Buy big house in Waterloo. 

Friends write and tell me "On the way"!   

Can I find them place to stay? 

When they arrive with beds I fix.   

In just four rooms - get twenty six. 

Soon am banking plenty rent  

(five in backyard - live in tent).   

All are drawing social money.   

Must think Prime Minister "bloody dummy". 

With all my friends now living there.   

Next door neighbour start to swear.   

Tell me he must move away.   

I buy his house- with cash I pay. 

Now everything is going good.   

Soon I own all neighbourhood.   

Open fish shop next to Coles.   

Make big profit from spring rolls. 

Get real fat from eating nice.   

Sure as hell beats bloody rice.   

Still on welfare - still get rents.   

Think I buy Mercedes Benz. 

Very happy - real good life.   

Bring out girl and make her wife.   

Take up hobby, call it breeding.   

Baby bonus pay for feeding. 

Kids need dentist, wife need pills.  

 We get for free - we got no bills.             ---20 



UNIFORM OF THE DAY  

  

Long ago, there lived an officer of the Royal Navy named Captain 

Bravado. He was a manly man's man, who showed no fear when facing 

his enemies. 

 

One day, while sailing the Seven Seas, his lookout spotted a pirate ship 

approaching, and the crew became frantic. Captain Bravado bellowed, 

"Bring me my red shirt!"  

  

The first mate quickly retrieved the captain's red shirt and, while 

wearing the brightly coloured shirt, the Captain led his crew into battle 

and defeated the pirates. 

  

That evening, all the men sat around on the deck recounting the day's 

triumph. One of them asked the Captain, "Sir, why did you call for 

your red shirt before battle?” 

  

The Captain replied, "If I were to be wounded in the attack, the shirt 

would not show my blood. Thus, you men would continue to fight, 

unafraid." All of the men sat and marvelled at the courage of such a 

manly man's man. 

  

As dawn came the next morning the lookout spotted not one, not two, 

but three pirate ships approaching. The crew stared in worshipful 

silence at the captain and waited for his usual orders.  

  

Captain Bravado gazed with steely eyes upon the armada arrayed 

against his ship and, without fear, turned and calmly shouted, "Get me 

my brown pants!" 
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NEVER STAND IN LINE AGAIN (Gen. Stanley 

McChrystal --U.S.Army) 

  
Some men carry and handle their diplomacy better than others........ 

When former U.S. Military commander in Afghanistan , Stanley 

McChrystal, was called into the Oval Office by Barack Obama, he knew 

things weren't going to go well when the President accused him of not 

supporting him in his political role as President. 

"It's not my job to support you as a politician, Mr. President, it's my job to 

support you as Commander-in-Chief," McChrystal replied, and he handed 

Obama his resignation. 

Not satisfied with accepting McChrystal's resignation the President made a 

cheap parting shot. "I bet when I die you'll be happy to pee on my grave." 

The General saluted. "Mr. President, I always told myself after leaving the 

Army I'd never stand in line again." 

 

 

 

 

 

Lt. Robert Love 
Lt. R. Love served in 11 Small Ships Co during WW2. 

His daughter is trying to find more information on his service. She 

advised he served on AV2055 “Evergreen.” So far, we can’t find much on 

his service, or on AV2055, but if anyone knows anything about him, would 

you advise either us at Log Book or direct to his daughter.  Wendy Love—

at 

28 Miranis St.  Ascot Vale   3032  --03 9326 0265 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
- 
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STATE NEWS. 

VICTORIA.  On 30
th

 November, AWTA Victoria, plan a Ceremony at 

the Shrine Of Remembrance. 

 Their Honorary Secretary, Geoff Miles, reports that things have 

quietened down a lot these days and he hasn’t much more to report. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.  The AWTA South Australia Honorary 

Secretary, Laurie Young advised that they meet only twice a year now, on 

Remembrance Day and Anzac Day, mainly because of the few members 

remaining. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.  They now have so few members that they 

no longer have formal meetings. 

QUEENSLAND.  Sunday, 9
th

 June dawned with miserable outlook for 

our Porton Service held on Coochiemudlo Is. The rain held off and Rev. 

Frank White conducted the service with 22 Members, Wives and visitors 

present. Cec Weekes President NSW AWTA and James Pilditch whose 

Grandfather was with 43 ALC attended. Afterwards, John Pearn our Patron 

invited all to lunch at his house. John presented a Patron’s Medallion to 

Cec for his service to AWT. 

We held our AGM at the Sherwood Services Club on 21.07.2013 

attended by 28 Members and wives. The same Committee was elected with 

Leo Brown our President. 

VALE. Ronald Kelley, who joined the AMF Oct. 1941. He transferred 

to AIF in Oct. 1942 and 42 ALC April 1943, and was discharged October 

1945. Ron was a contributor and Committeman on Wally Rice’s 

publication “Sailors In Slouch Hats.” 

NEW SOUTH WALES.  We still hold Monthly Meetings because 

there are now some active Honorary Members who attend, and are 

interested in keeping the Association going. As more of these members 

reach retirement age, several are expected to participate. 

 Nothing much is seen as happening with the projected move of 

Moorebank to Holdsworthy, but reports are that it is moving along, and 

when available, our museum will be “state of the art.”. 

Early advice is that the NSW RSL is arranging for all WWII Anzac 

Day marchers to be carried in Land Rovers because the aged marchers are 

slowing things down for those coming later. Individual units cannot march 

as such. More details have to be worked out. 

 
---23 



LEST WE FORGET 
It is with regret that we record the passing of the 

following Ex-Australian Water Transport personnel. We 

extend the Association’s heartfelt sympathy to their families 

and friends. 

 

Their names are recorded forever in our  
“IN   MEMORIUM   REGISTER” 

 
 
 

 
NX148898 Brown T E Sgt. 15 Water Transport Co. 

NX126904 Browne C M Pte 41 Landing Craft Co. 

NX49426 Cocks L W Sig 2/1 Arm'd Amphib. Sqn 

NX43596 Cross J D WO 14 Small Ships Co 

VX58539 Dunn J D Lt 12 Aust Small Ships Co 

NX112489 Engledow J K Cfn 2nd Floating W/shops 

NX127512 Gribble W  Pte 11 Small Ships Co 

VX68304 O'Donnell J C Sgt. 7 Port Oper Co 

VX50056 Townsend L E Pte Amb Sea Tpt Co 

            Kelley              R   42 ALC 
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